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Greeting from the President,
Mr. Tsutomu Tanaka

Firstly, many thanks to everyone for
all their suggestions at the 1998
general meeting. The members’
energy and enthusiasm was an
encouragement to us all. Based on
our achievements last year, | would
like to further expand our activities,
paying special attention to
members’ suggestions and
opinions.

| would like to tell you about
something that happened to me
about 20 years ago. | received a
letter from an acgquaintance who |
shall call Mr. Y who had entered a
local school overseas. He wrote; ‘At
first | was very nervous, but my mind
was soon put at ease when the
principal greeted me in Japanese.
He said "Konnichi wa Y-san. Koko
ga anata no gakké desu. Watashi
wa kéchdé no N desu. Yoroshiku”
(Hello Mr Y. This is your school. |
am N, the principal. Nice to meet
you). It was by no means perfect
Japanese, but | can’t express how
moved | felt by these words. The
actual words were not as important
as the sincerity which | felt from him.

These words brought home to me
that the true meaning of
international exchange has in many
cases become lost. Please do not
feel that international exchange is
difficult. lrrespective of a person’s
nationality, we should start to
welcome students sincerely with
open arms.

| thank you for your continued
support, cooperation and positive
activities for the benefit of our
association.
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Visit the NIRA homepage at:
http://www .portnet.co.jp/kokusai/index.html
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ENGLISH GUIDEBOOK
We are happy to announce the —J '
completion of the guidebook o
‘WELCOME TO NODA’ which is
written in  both English and
Japanese. For further information,
please contact the Planning and
Coordination Section of the Noda
City Hall at the number shown on
page 12.

~Guide book for living in NODA City~
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NIRA S _.:E{EG_J‘_HM' NIRA MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
FANFARE NIRAI @57 HIl—F As well as Fanfare NIRA, we also publish a
BT LTWET monthly newsletter (in Japanese only).
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Review of This Year

GARDEN PARTY
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On  October 12th
1997, the Garden
Party was held at the
Noda Civic Hall and
was attended by more

200 people

Japanese martial arts.

Garden Party MC
Kazuhiro Hamada (head ~
of the event group)

I consider appearance to be
very important so | thought
of this costume right away.

Being MC was a little
difficult but T was satisfied
with the English opening
message. Until two days
before all [ had was
‘Ladies and gentlemen’
but my English speaking
relative gave me some
advise. 3

The members of the event
group worked so hard in
organizing the party and I
am more than happy with
how it turned out.
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Cooking and Dinner (Indian)
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On June 28th 1997, an
Indian cooking class
was held at the Youth
Recreation Center. The
class was taught by
Mrs. Sabiha Yoshida
and was attended by 40
people.

They made a real
Indian curry and spiced
milk tea. Everyone
enjoyed making them
and then tasting them.
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Bus Hike to Mt. Tsukuba
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On November 9th 1997,
about 30 people went
hiking together on Mt
Tsukuba. The weather was
fine and a great day was
had by all.
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Bhzad Zarakani
(iran)

Eana Endo
%ucsta Rica)

The guests introduced their countries’ culture,

customs and their experiences in Noda. In this way
we could learn about cultures around the world and
promote international friendship.
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Elizabeth lino

(Philippines)

Sabiha Yoshida
{India)

chammed Saeed

(Pakistan)
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Language Classes
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Japanese Language classes for foreigners
i WP HT i rp o2
Place: Chuo Public Hall

. Hiroshi Yanagisawa
e H H B Volunteer Group leader
Day: Sundays and Japanese teacher
IR %3 0 30~5:00 o .
Time: 3:30 - 5:00pm HAHZHA TS
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Fee: ¥1,000 per month
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Contact: Planning and Coordination Division,
Noda City Hall (NIRA)

Tel: 0471-23-1065 (Furuya)
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The Volunteer Group holds workshops to introduce Japanese traditional customs,
handicrafts etc. They also help foreigners with information necessary for life in Noda.

Day: Second Sunday of every month
Time: 10:00am-12:00
Place: Nanbu Public Hall (Nanbu Kéminkan)
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Editors’ Comments

The logo you see on every issue of FANFARE was designed by Mr. and Mrs. Mark
Lithgow with a combination of Noda’s city logo together with a globe, representing
NIRA’s hopes for globalization and contact with the international community.
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CULTURAL EXPLORER (No. 3) *
TANABATA (%)

* ok

In Japan, the 7th July is a festival day called Tanabata. The meaning of the Chinese characters for
Tanabata is “Seven Evenings”. This is the day when the Herdboy Star, a star for boys. and the
Weaver star, a star for girls, are able to meet each other once a year in the Milky Way. According to
tradition, the Herdboy Star represents the coming of the agricultural season and the Weaver Star
represents the breeding of silk worms and weaving. Around the first century, in China. a love story
about the stars was born. The story goes like this:

There was once a herdsman and a weaver. The herdsman’s name was Hikoboshi and the weaver’s
name was Orihime. They both worked very hard until they fell in love. After that they didn't work
very well. They always spent their time together and enjoyed themselves day after day. The young
couple couldn't think about anything except being with one another. So gradually they spent less and
less time at their job. One day God discovered the couple had stopped working and he got very
angry. He decided to separate them by a river called the Milky Way. Both of them were very sad,
crying every day and in deep sadness. They missed each other very much. God felt sorry for them
and so he allowed them one day a year to meet each other. That day was 7th July. The bridge which
crosses the Milky Way was made by magpies and if it's raining even just a little, the bridge cannot be
completed and they can't meet each other.

We have an event on the 7th July where we write our wishes on a long strip of paper and hang it on
bamboo branches. Then you look up at the sky, try to find the Milky Way and the couple. If you can
find both of them, it means your wish will come true. What will you wish for this year?
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! / Things To See In Noda
1] D Noda City Halll
x uf @ Culture Center

(3 Noda City Museum

4 K&fU Library

(® The Birthplace of Noda Soy Sauce
® Kamihanawa Historical Museumn

ikkcman Goyogura

Edo River i
(Fdo-gawa) /ff/;

—
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® Bappaka Shishimai (Lion dance)
| @ Shimizu Park
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%mvu koe“n Slo ion ;
o | (2 General Park
ATOQO anu’l {3 Hananoike's House

35 = @49 Nakane Hachiman Mae Ruins
1% Yamazaki Shell Mound
@ Cammunity Centers
() Noda Public Golf Course

* See page 53.55
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\\
\ Please call and ask to the following for details.
Pubhsh ‘Noda International Relations Association
" Office :Noda City Hall Planning and Coordination Div.

, Address :7-1 Tsuruhou Noda City, Chiba Pref.
\\ x'Tel :0471-231065(Furuya)
VA “\\\ | ;: -

Tone River
(Tone-gawd)

& Poice
k‘;} Hosioiial S o
® Post Office Unga Station

Q - Tone Canal
« (Tone-unga)
3 ElementaiyfJunicr High School

& High Schoal / University

Sangao

Map By Atlas Mate



